STAT
e

EEneeeaassssaeemsssemees  ADDroved For Release 2007/06/15 CIA RDP99- 00498R0001002001 18-2

" Freedom of Information Act. His main point was. that .

- collectién. Nor did he say that, in practice, virsually”

~vnretappxng and mail-opening programs, aspects of ‘

othern;ore recent foreign policy setbacks. - -

Y

Appfoved For Release 2007/06/15 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100200118-2

ST. LOUIS POST-DISPAT
13 April 1980

- - : ; ‘Turrer, rather than asserting an actual threat,
e g % says the problem is the perception of a threat, in the
E’ Y tr'-?lchard Dudman ‘ ’ » - minds Gf foreign agents whose cooperation is needed.
o8 'm’?"d' Washington Bureay Ch"" L.t T L Surprisingly, Turner acknowledged that the agency -
U777 had oge unspecified occasions divulged national
W’\SHJNGTON - Adm.. Scansfleld Turner, ‘. 'security secrets. But he added that this was “‘only
dlrectot- of the Certral Intelligence Agency, told " because of administrative error on our part.”
newspaper  editors last week £thaf the' Soviet -, - “*Thére is .a- perception on the part of foreign

ambassador, under an American law;- can- ask. for .. t le to h ldt line und
informaticn trom CXA ﬁla and get a-response within - sourceg that we may no be ab @ fo hold the line under
:2’

10 daysae.. T Lt \
What Turner did not say wasthat the CIA does’ not_
haveto-nge the- Soviet- ambassador; or anyone else,
any<information - that has beéen properly - given ‘a
secrecy'classmcauon or any i mlormat.xon that would
disclose. sources ~'and . methods . of 'intelligence

A srrong supporter of the Freedom of lnformauon»
Act;. the.: privately financed: Center- for-- National
~Security Studies, .sees*no-reason-to. doubt the CIA:
1o one has: r_e’cexved mf?’?’.a‘i"," from t’?e ClA'in 10 f Lconteng,on ithat some: friendly - inteiligence services,_
days.. w v U o gy ' " ' “and'sorces are leery about cooperating with the CLA
Turer's. remark, possibly intended to shock:the - becausg so much information has been made public_

visiting; editors, was part of a campaign by the CIA. *: about-the-agency in the last few years — xn some
and some members of Congress.to exempt most of the . cases #nhout the CIA’S consent, ..: -:: o
:ButJsays the centerina report last week, the act is
not théeadmg cause of the problem. Other sources of
_ public. jnformation. about the CIA, the report says,
mcludet leaks by - intelligence. and other -officials,
amage ‘;actions against the CIA -or individual
rofﬁcxaﬁ memoirs written by former CIA officials,

‘and possible disclosures of information provided to.
“the Senate and House Oversight Committees, a.though
. neithegjhouse has yet taken such acticn. -

agency's files from prows:ons ol the 'Freedom ot
InformauonAct. ¢ S ES rewwilanlime de

Other. efforts are under- way to grant blanket
exempdous. for the Federal Bureau of Inthxganon
and the*Federal Trade Commission... - .

The Freedom of Informatien- Act was enacted in®
1966 angd strengthened i® 1974, at the. height of the
Watergate scandal.- It was intended . to establish a-
framework for giving citizens access to govemment :

files. it never has. been” popular. with government | ... Theseport said the CIA had hurt its reputation for
agencies, although they generally have-responded tof ---protecﬁng its agents by several recent instances in,
requestsin good faith, while- makmg f“" use: of the - Lhich it has pulled out of mlatlonshxps and left agents
broad exemption provisions. =% TG SO jexposea i
Among, the public disclosures that huve resuited. i For,’pxample in the U'S. exodus from Vxemam in-
gom requests under the act are the CIA’s spying on. 1975, the..CIA not- only failed to take along the.
e Rev.-Dr. Martin Luther King, the agency’s:  yjemamese who had cooperated with the agency
. under § promise of protection, but it also left behind
its Bay, of Pigs fiasca, the agency’s infiltration of recordés identifying - them _to Hanoi as- CIA "
lawiul political groups in the United States, its secret I+ col]aoorators, according .to the: report. It quoted
beham-corlx:m} and drug-testing programs, and its § " former? CIA. agent: Frank Snnpps book, “Decent,
?‘:tee;:rg: tt:rl eep 'the Glomar Explorer incident out of % Imerva'l 45 a souree: o . N
Nowathe pendulum as’ swung away. from reform : Th.e;.center’s report told how the: : .
toward7a new: emphasis. en: nationak: security. ; The-: "Informauon Act works, to explain’ that eveu'though no*
drive- wdxsmember the act:bas gained strength from; . finalscourt decision has ordered-the CIA'to release
the humiliation of the- U'S.5 “defeat .in Vxetnam.. and »information, the act has led to the disclosure of much:
:information from the:CIA that. would not otherwxse
Turper, in his. appearance before the editors, said ;' havebeenmade public.. .~ 7.7 5a forhuea s
the agefcy was seeking only. “limited relief”” from the ™= When a request for mlormatxon is made under the
-act, Someone at the agency first determines whether |
“it has the data in its files. If so, he examines. the
ty:” ".matenal to- see ‘whether there is information. that
SNCTEI L R ‘enther must or should be made.public. 1f the material
“How do you persuade someone to nsk hxs hfe far “does not come under one of the exemptions, it must be
our couptry if he fears that I'may be reqmred by law “provided. Perhaps it should. be made PUth as a
to reveal his name in public?’” Turner asked, "+ « =% % matter of policy. -+ = AR
Fe did not dispute the fact that the working of the £#- This may have been the fxrst txme in. many years
act never has forced the CIA to make . pubdlic- any: that. dnyone has looked at the partxcular ﬁle. Some
information that was classified or that would disclose- -material.often is made public.: -
intelligénce sources or methdds. : : P TSR N “The person requesting the matérial, it not sat15ﬁed
Last year, a federal court-did order- the CIA to"" with what has been released, can appeal for more. A
make public three-or four.lines. of. a .classified . -.review group, including lawyers familiar with the
documgnt, but that..case ‘remains . under. appeal. -requirements of the act, often releas&s substannal
Anothz adverse decision, which the CIA says would "+ additional mformauon. - Ptk -ii
force the release-of information about mtelhgence
sourced and methods; alsois lmderappeal. g

foreigns intelligence - agencies. and, prospectxve ‘U.S”
undercéver agents. abroad’see the act: as:a.se '




